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Green building, green neighbourhoods:  a subtropical urban design handbook for planners. 
Abstract 
The Subtropical Design Handbook for Planners is primarily intended to provide advice in developing 
planning schemes to achieve the South East Queensland Regional Plan’s vision.  This calls for 
‘development which is sustainable and well-designed, and where the subtropical character of the region 
is recognised and reinforced’.  
As a statutory document, the Plan presents a set of regional policies that guide state and local area 
planning and urban development within a clear sustainability paradigm. The Plan recognises that as a 
location’s most endemic factor, climate provides a valid starting point in the endeavour to achieve 
environmental sustainability, and makes clear that subtropical design thinking is required to achieve 
desirable urban features in Australia’s subtropical metropolitan region. 
The handbook brings planning and urban design theory together with climatic concerns and concepts of 
liveability. It pays particular attention to accessible open space systems, pedestrian connectivity and 
amenity, and active public spaces and the role that these features play in the quality and health of urban 
living for all members of society to reduce reliance on fossil fuels for energy and transport.  
The handbook explains design and planning strategies that are positive, rather than indifferent to the 
local climate, landscape and culture. It provides the common basis for the preparation and assessment 
of planning applications to facilitate application of subtropical design principles within the different 
contexts of planning with strategies that can be applied to the entire spectrum of urban scales from the 
regional scale, to the city, neighbourhood, street, individual building or site. 
 
 
 
 
 
